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in the Balkans who would have to be overpowered or won
over before either Germany or Russia could effectively
challenge Turkish control The pressure to which these
Balkan nations are subjected from every side has apparently
evoked among them, despite their traditional quarrels and
distrust, a newly found sense of solidarity based on common
economic and social interests in the preservation of their
precarious peace which may lead to the formation of a new
entente. It is highly significant that in this evolving situa-
tion Turkey is playing a leading part.
Unless the unexpected happens and the war ends shortly,
one can be reasonably certain that the question of the Straits
will be raised In one form or another. When and how this
will occur It would be dangerous to prophesy; but despite
the fact that so much of the unforeseen and unexpected has
happened in our time, it is safe to predict that If and when
the Issue is raised, either during or after the war, we will see
Great Britain, Russia and Turkey at the three corners of
the triangle which so many times in history has constituted
a graphic representation of the struggle to solve satisfac-
torily what has proved to be as impossible a task for Euro-
pean diplomacy as was the squaring of the circle for the
mathematicians.